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Colleges shed NAAC allergy, open doors for assessment

SUBHANKAR
CHOWDHURY

Calcutta: Some of the colleg-
es in Bengal are shedding their
usual opposition to get them-
selves accredited by the NAAC
so they can apply for funds
under various schemes from
the UGC.

Metro reported in Decem-
ber 2015 that out of the 500-
odd general degree colleges
in Bengal, only 72 had been
accredited by the National As-
sessment and Accreditation
Council (NAAC)

A senur official in the high-
er oducation department sald

on Thursday the number had
gone up to 97 and another 54
colleges are in the process of
getting themselves accredited.
On Tuesday, Bethune Col-
lege bagged an A+ from the
NAAC .
“The college had earlier, in
the second cycle of the NAAC
assessment, got an A, But in
the third cycle, the results
of which were announced
on March 21, we got an A+
grade. An enhanced ranking
in NAAC assessment would
certainly help us procure
funds from the bodies like the
UGC and DBT (department
of blo-technology),” said

Sudeshna Mitra, coordinator
of the internal quallty assur-
ance cell at Bethune College.
The government college
scored 3.26 on a scale of 4.
NAAC a college

grade, A++, having scored
3.58

“The colleger was reac-
credited with an ‘A’ grade in
the second cyele of NAAC as-
t. This time we have

in parameters like curricu-
lar aspects, teaching-learn-
ing and evaluation, research,
innovations and extension,
infrastructure and learning
resources, sludent support
and progression. governance,
leadership and management,
and institutional and best
practices.

Behala College, a govern-
ment-aided college in Par-
nashree, has gor the highest

bagged the highest grade, "
said Sharmila Mitra, principal
of Behala College,

“An improved grade
will help us apply for funds
under schemes like Rashiri-
ya Uchhatar Shiksha Abhi-
yan (RUSA), which supports
state-level Institutions.™

An official in the state edu-
catlon department said what
Was more encouraging wis
that the urge for getting -

crdited had gone beyond the
martuee colleges in the city,

‘A stellar performance by
Behala College is indlcative
of that. The lesser-known col-
[eges have jumped into the
fray to ket themselves tested.
The List of 97 colleges includes
many such colleges,” said the
official.

The increase in the num-
ber of accredited colleges
stands oul, said a vice-chan-
cellor. especially because of
the opposition Bengal had
once nurtured to NAAC as-
sessment, particularly during
the Left Front rule.

“The Left had a philo-

sophical opposition to NAAC
asses=ment because they per

+visithy NAACasan
wre by the Centre. So,
apart froim the handful of col-
liepes Lk St Xavier's College,
Hamakrishna Mission-run
rions and a few govern

nent colleges, institutions dil
ot feel any urge to open therm
up to a NAAC assess
ment,” the VC said.

The general degree colliy
ps, he said, were hardly inter
petid in preparing a sell-study
rvport, an exhaustive exercise,
without which the NAAC does
nol inspect a college.

In the report, a collece i

repired fo mention its perfor-
manee in categories such as
tea ling-learning and evalu-
ation, research and graduate
nutiames over the previous
fivis vears.

The UGC had made the
NaAl accreditation com-
pulsinry for all colleges in the
garly 2008 but only a few both-
prd U o8t the rmting The reg-
ulatin v body was never strict
tter
repeated reminders
af vnrs, the UGC de-
11+ he strict in disbursing
ind set March 2017 as
dline for getting the ac

crelitabion
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Bethune College graded
A+ by NAAC: Bethune Col-
lege, the first women s
college in Asia, has been
awarded A+ following the
Mational Assessment and
Accreditation Council
(NAAC) Peer Team visit on
16 & 17 March, 2023 in the
ard cycle of NAAC. It is the
only government college
to have been graded A+,
The guantitative and qual-
tative accreditation, is
based on quality and per-
formance in terms of cur-
ricular aspects, teaching-
learning process, faculty
research, infrastructure,
student support, and
other criteria. The college
boasts of some outstand
ing achievers, starting
with the first two gradu-
ates, Or. Kadambini Gangu-
v and Chandramukhi Basu,
noted freedom fighters
and social workers like Pri-
tilata Wadedar, Kalpana
Joshi, Bina Das, Sarala Debi
Chaudhurani, and many
others. In recent times,
two illustrious alummni of
the college, Dr. Neena
Gupta and Dr. Aditi Sen De,
have received the Shanti
Swarup Bhatanagar
Award. TN
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