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Abastract :
This is a critical appreciation of a poet little known to us who was immensely influenced by Rabindranath Tagore.

SreCko Kosovel the slovenian poet was born in 1904 and died in 1926. He was brought up in a well established and
respected family as the youngest of five children. His father was a school teacher had a strong tradition of defending and
cultivating their sloven language and culture against millenium of foreign rule - the Austro Hungarian empire.

The Kosovel children were learning French, Russian and German at very early age. Sre&ko was only a little boy of 9
years when Rabindranath Tagore Nobel prize. Ata very early age he was acquainted with Tagore poetry and even was an ardent
reader of Tagore essays e.g. 'Nationalism' and 'Sadhana' in German and Croatian translations.

Kosovel's happy childhood years were interrupted by the outbreak of the first world war. He had seen the horrors of war
and critics say "his childhood innocence soon passed into a knowledge of death"

He was inspired by Tagore’s antinationalist and Universalist philosophy and Mahatma Gandhi’s non violence doctrine.
He was so much influenced by Tagore’s literature and philosophy that his first collection of Poems was named ‘Zlati Coln’—the
golden boat in accordance with Tagore’s Sonar Tori.

In his journal he wrote —

"Tagore is someone who has shown an escape route from the cities of Europe across the grey rooftops, A path for the
soul of eternity"
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‘My poems are explosion
My poem is my face™'
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“Tagore is someone who has shows an escape route from the cities of Europe across the grey rooftops, a path for the
soul to eternity.”?
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“I want to understand Tagore who is so full of that simple greatness, who is a child and human being. (TSC7%%
20/5538)
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“Death — a retreat from life
O happy death.”” (Sad Hour ( Lookback Look Ahead p. 107)
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pain, for Kosovel, death too cannot be the final word and green for him is ultimately a colour of hope and renewal.”® (The
worlds of p. 276)
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alife ferafRta™ — I cannot think of permanent enmity between man and man believing as i do in the theory of
rebirth, I shall live in the hope that if not in this birth, in some other birth I shall be able to hug all humanity in friendly embrace.”
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“Nothing gets destryoed in the cosmos. Least of all ideas. If life gave them birth, they were born for life not death.™
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“There nobody's dying, nobody's saying

good bye - life is like eternity

caught in a tree™ '”
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someone who has shown an escape route from the cities of Europe across the grey rooftops, a path for the soul to eternity.”
(Journal XIT) "

SR T SIS O FCACSS 2o Fafee | S @raivee fof st S e | #res— “Do

you write with your heart? No, with a pen. but what comes not from the soul will not reach the soul.” (Journal XII)"*
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“Toread him (Kosovel) is like watching Vang Gogh’s last paintings, to stare at Celen’s last drops of life. And yet he’s the
threashold, the truumpal arch to this small nation’s destiny, the eternal poet of total existance.” "
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*“ A path for the soul to eternity™
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