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"Intimate partner violence affects the lives of millions of women, children, families and

societies worldwide.” Said the study's senior author, Claudia Garcia- Moreno of the World
Health Organisation (WHO). " Although this study took place before the Covid-19 pandemic, the
numbers are alarming and research has shown the pandemic exacerbated issues leading to
intimate partner violence such as isolation, depression and anxiety and alcohol use, as well as
reducing access to support services'
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The prevalence of recent intimate partner violence was highest among partnered adloscent
girls young women aged is to 19 and 20 to 24 with 16% or one in six having experienced
domestic violence within the last 12 months of the research.
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WOMEN AS MORTAL ‘DASHABHUJAS’: A STRATEGICALLY
SYSTEMATIC WAY OF DENYING WOMEN THEIR HUMANNESS

PRAKRITI GHOSH HAJRA
SEMESTER VI
DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHOLOGY

Often more than not, we come across several occasions where women are compared to
goddesses and the divinity; “a multi-tasker like Durga’, ‘the looks of Laxmi’, ‘the brains of
Saraswati’ and the list never seems to end. While many perceive it as a way of empowering
women and allowing feminism to foster, is it really so?

While the society has established a norm of drawing the bizarre comparisons between mortal
women and the divine deities and successfully reinforced the same into the mindsets of women, it
has systematically and if I may add, quite strategically denied women of their status as ‘human
being’ and their entitlement to ‘humanness’.

While many argue that comparing women to deities actually is a form of feminism, it isn’t
actually so. Feminism doesn’t call for women to be placed in the pedestal of divinity and
worship, but actually strives to establish an equal footing for the women as that the man enjoys
in our society; it demands an equal treatment and entitlement to respect for a woman as for a
man.

The society promoting such comparisons has robed women of their right to make mistakes, to
rebel, to question, to feel the emotions of anger, frustration and like; more over successfully
carved an unrealistic image of a woman in the collective mind of the society, an image where a
woman can work throughout the day at the office, handle the kids and the husband who has
been a ‘man-child’ all along, do the dishes, make the yummy food and yet wear a smile and a
pleasant demeanor while the husband may get away with the bare minimum responsibilities,
since he isn’t obliged under the mortal imagery of a deity. Domestic violence escapes the legal
reprimandment since forgiveness is demanded out of the battered woman. Women who don’t fit
the carved-out image are treated disrespectfully and subjected to cruel moral policing. We might
as well realise that expecting women to be kind, demure, forgiving, and docile is no less
denigrating than considering women as mere sex-objects since none allow them to exercise their
will, their opinion or authority.

Here is an excerpt of Tagore in ‘Chitrangada’, a dance drama, which perfectly illustrates
what women want —
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Women don’t seek a pedestal but the same ground as the men in our society, they don’t need
worship but respect of their bodies, minds and decisions. All we ever claim is to be accepted as
we are, with our flaws, with our mistakes, with our emotions, with our opinions and with all that
is good and bad in us, and not to be forced into a sculpture of purity, divinity or virtue.
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The United Nations adopted the Universal Declaration of Human rights on 10 December 1948
which proclaims that all human beings are born free and have equal right to dignity. Similarly
Indian Constitution guarantees several rights such as the right to equality in Article 14, right to
life and personal liberty under Article 21 of Constitution to all its citizens irrespective of gender.
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Gender equality is a human right but there seems to be a certain gap in access to various
opportunities as well as the decision making power for women and men.
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Indian women have been treated differently since time immemorial. Even after independence,
women were discouraged from doing many things and were deemed as caretakers of the home.
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The Constitution of India made things a little easier for women in terms of gender equality.
Article 14, Article 15, Article 15 (3), Article 16, Article 39 (a), Article 39 (b), Article 39 (c) and
Article 42 of the Constitution are of specific importance in terms of gender equality and equality
in the general sense.

e ARTICAL 14

Article 14 of the Indian Constitution talks about every person has equal status before the law
and the State cannot deny it.

e ARTICAL 15:-

Article 15 prohibits discrimination on the grounds of religion, race, caste, sex and place of
birth. This Article cannot prevent the State from making any special provisions for women and
children.

e ARTICAL 16:-

Article 16 states that there shall be equal opportunity for all citizens of India in matters of
employment or appointment to any office.
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e Legal Provisions:

The legal provisions are broadly classified into two categories which are:
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1. Crimes identified under Special Laws-
The Equal Remuneration Act, 1976

No employer can, while recruiting, training or transfer, for the same work, or for the work
done can discriminate between men and women.

The Criminal Law Amendment Act, 2013
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This Act added some new offences such as acid attack, sexual harassment, voyeurism, stalking
all of which have been incorporated in the Indian Penal Code.

Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace Act,2013

Harassing women at their place of work violates the women's fundamental rights guaranteed
under Articles 14, 15 and 21 of the Constitution of India.

The Women's Reservation Bill

The Women's Reservation Bill or the Constitution's 108th Amendment Bill is a pending Bill
in which India plans to reserve 33 percent of all seats in the Lower house of Parliament of India,
the Lok Sabha, and in all state legislative assemblies for women. The Rajya Sabha or the Upper
House of Parliament has not yet voted on this Bill.

The Hindu Succession Act, 1956

Under the Act, females are granted ownership of all property acquired either before or after
the signing of the Act, abolishing their "'limited owner"* status.

The Maternity Benefit Act, 1961

An amendment was made in 2017 to the Maternity Benefit Act, 1 961. Under the Act, paid
maternity leave for women employees with less than two surviving children, from the original
twelve (12) weeks to twenty-six (26) weeks was extended. The amendment further provided
working mothers who have adopted a child below the age of three months, to take 12 weeks of
maternity leave from the date of receiving the child and also allowed mothers to work from
home after completing 26 weeks subject to their mode of work and employer’s consent.

The Special Marriage Act, 1954

The Special Marriage Act, 1954 provides for a special form of marriage irrespective of
religion, or faith that the other party believes in. This Act replaced the Old Act of 1872. The
Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961

This Act prohibits the payment or acceptance of dowry as a consideration for marriage.
Asking for or giving of dowry can be punished by imprisonment of up to six months, a fine of up
to Rs. 15000 or the amount of dowry, or imprisonment up to 5 years.

2. Crimes Identified under the Indian Penal Code-

Rape (Section 375);Kidnapping and abduction (Section 363-373);Molestation (Section
354);Sexual Harassment (Section 509);Importation of a girl (up to 21 years of age);Torture
(Section 498A);Dowry Deaths (Section 304B).

The Indian Constitution has made equality a basic right of all the citizens of this country.
Some people still consider having a girl child as a burden to the family. The Government, the
Supreme Court, and other authorities have time and Supreme court and Indian constitution
made so many act for women's and also for girl child but some same shallow mind people are
practicing female feticide.
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THIRD GENDER EXSISTS
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“I was sexually abused by somebody of my family. It was difficult for me to even go to school
and college. People used to call me ‘chakka’, ‘gur’ and what not. It was upsetting whenever a
man came into my life and abused me.”- Laxmi Narayan Tripathi (Indian Transgender / Hijra
Activist, Founder of Astitva Trust in 2007.
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While talking about women we often forget to mention about the trans-women Who are also
women by nature and live the life of women but our modern mind are not ready to accept their
true identity. Worst part of our society is modern India thinks homosexuality is a sin, while our
ancient Indian ancestors acknowledged the nature of homosexuality or queer. There are lots of
mentions of queer in many ways like ‘Klibba’ in Sanskrit. ‘Napungsaka’ in Hinduism, Pandaka
in Buddhism and also in Jainism. Our mythology suggests that turning into different gender was
normal. In Hijra - Ramayana while returning from Ayodhya, Ram noticed Hijras were waiting
outside the city after clarifying he got to know that before leaving he only addressed men and
women but not Hijras then he assured equal respect for 3 genders in Ram Rajya. Even Chandra
and Tara’s illegitimate son Budh-Graha was cursed by Tara’s husband and born as a
Napungsaka the women who he/she married (Sudyunma/lla who turned into a women) was also
a queer. In Mahabharata, Shikhandi the princess had to prove her masculinity to her wife by the
help of a Yaksha she acquired male genitalia.
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It took so long to assure the rights of the transgender finally on 15th April 2014 Supreme
Court passed a historic judgement on transgender rights. “Recognition of Trans-genders as a
third gender is not a social or medical issue”- Justice K.S Radhakrishnan. they are provided
with the recognition as the ‘Third Gender’ for so long they struggled to flourish their true
identity “My father was never happy with my femininity and always taunted me but | never gave
up. It has been a long struggle for me and I overcome it now.” — Manabi Bandyopadhyay.
Further Supreme Court requested central government to allow reservation of seats in
educational institutions and employment on the basis of transgender category. Also, they are
provided equal rights and protection under Indian constitution by Articles 14, 15, 16 and 21. By
now we even have our first trans-woman judges: Joyita Mondal, first transwomen lawyer
Sathyasri Sharmila. Indian Queer enjoys every fundamental rights and right to dress, behave in
any way, marriage and undergo any medical necessity to develop their identity.
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“For trans-women, it’s like we are toys in the hands of patriarchy.You are molested, you are
insulted........ Still people call you ‘chakka’ ‘gur’ there are so much violence. In my
community, there are so many Nirbhayas.....thousands of Nirbhayas .....they are raped and
killed. They are not even considered as humans.”- Laxmi Narayan Tripathi.
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We are the one to create society its in our hands to make sure everyone’s security mentally
and physically. We need to question ourselves who we are to decide whom anyone should love,
behave or dress or how can we call homosexuality a religious sin while we don’t even know how
mature our religion can be.
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