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CHILD RIGHTS AND ITS VIOLATIONS

TRINYA MUKHERIJEE
SEMESTER III
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

To understand children’s human rights we need to know what human rights are and how its
concept came into being. Human rights are standards that recognize and protect thedignity of all
human beings without any discrimination. They range from the most fundamental - the right to life
- to those that make life worth living, such as the rights to food, education, work, health, and
liberty.Nelson Mandela rightly says, “To deny people their human rights is to challenge their very
humanity”. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), adopted by the UN General
Assembly in 1948, was the first legal document to set out the fundamental human rights to be
universally protected.

Children's rights are a subset of human rights with particular attention to the rights of special
protection and care afforded to minors.The 1989 Convention on the Rights of theChild (CRC)
defines a child as "any human being below the age of eighteen years, unless under the law
applicable to the child, majority is attained earlier”.The Convention on the Rights of the Child
(CRC) is an international human rights agreement that outlines the specific rights that children
and young people can claim.The Convention was agreed to by the United Nations General
Assembly and came into force in September 1990.1t characterizes Child rights as the base freedom
and privileges that ought to be appreciated by people under 18 regardless of the shading, race,
language, sex, suppositions, riches, religion, abundance, birth status, starting point and is relevant
to individuals all over the place. Its 54 articles cover almost every aspect of a child’s life.The
Committee on the Rights of the Child oversees what countries are doing to implement the UNCRC
and monitors their progress.The Committee has three main roles:Reviewing countries’ progress,
issuing guidance, hearing individual complaints.

Children's rights includes their right to association with both parents, human identity as well as the
basic needs for physical protection, food, universal state-paid education, health care, equal
protection of the child's civil rights, and freedom from discrimination on the basis of the race,
gender or disability, color, etc. Interpretations of children's rights range from allowing children the
capacity for autonomous action to the enforcement of children being physically, mentally and
emotionally free from abuse. Other definitions include the rights to care and nurturing.

Justifying the need of child rights, Jenny Kuper in his book International Law Concerning Child
Civilians in Armed Conflict, says- [There] is a mass of human rights law, both general and child-
specific, which recognizes the distinct status and particular requirements of children. [Children],
owing to their particular vulnerability and their significance as the future generation, are entitled
to special treatment generally, and, in situations of danger, to priority in the receipt of assistance
and protection.
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Children have two types of human rights under international human rights law. They have the
same fundamental general human rights as adults, although some human rights, such as the right
to marry, are dormant until they are of age, Secondly, they have special human rights that are
necessary to protect them during their minority. General rights operative in childhood include the
right to security of the person, to freedom from inhuman, cruel, or degrading treatment, and the
right to special protection during childhood. Particular human rights of children include, among
other rights, the right to life, the right to a name, the right to express his views in matters
concerning the child, the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion, the right to health
care, the right to protection from economic and sexual exploitation, and the right to
education.Children's rights are defined in numerous ways, including a wide spectrum of civil,
political, economic, social and cultural rights empowering them.

United Nations educational guides for children classify the rights outlined in the Convention on the
Rights of the Child as the "3 Ps'':

Provision: Children have the right to an adequate standard of living, health care, education and
services, and to play and recreation. These include a balanced diet, a warm bed to sleep in, and
access to schooling.

Protection: Children have the right to protection from abuse, neglect, exploitation and
discrimination. This includes the right to safe places for children to play; constructive child rearing
behavior, and acknowledgment of the evolving capacities of children.

Participation: Children have the right to participate in communities and have programs and
services for themselves. This includes children's involvement in libraries and community programs,
youth voice activities, and involving children as decision-makers.

In a similar fashion, the Child Rights International Network (CRIN) categorizes rights into two
groups:

a. Economic, social and cultural rights, related to the conditions necessary to meet basic human
needs

b. Environmental, cultural and developmental rights, which are sometimes called ''third
generation rights"

Amnesty International openly advocates four particular children's rights, including the end to
juvenile incarceration without parole, an end to the recruitment of military use of children, ending
the death penalty for people under 21, and raising awareness of human rights in the classroom.
Presently, there are at least thirty countries that have some kind of non-adult structure of
parliament. Many children's parliaments, especially in wealthier nations, are oriented more toward
children's education in politics than toward the actual exercise of power in adult political systems.
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VIOLATIONS:

“Indeed, your achievements and the challenges you face sit against a disturbing background of
ongoing violations of the rights of children,” Kate Gilmore, Deputy High Commissioner for Human
Rights, said at the opening in Geneva of the 74th session of the Committee on the Rights of the
Child.

Violence against children takes many forms. Some of these, such as trafficking or organized sexual
exploitation receive extensive media coverage. Others are more insidious and less easily identifiable.
Violence against children occurs in places that should be havens for children, such as the school, the
family or in residential institutions thus, the so-called "circle of trust". Violence against children is
a human rights violation, as the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child confirms in
Article 19.

e Child Marriage: Child marriage denies girls, who are around 82% victim of this, their
rights forcing them to drop out from school and expose them to violence be it sexual,
physical or emotional.

Child Labour: In the world’s poorest countries, millions of children are engaged in
hazardous and exploitative child labour that is considered detrimental to their health
and development. Some examples of child labour can include sex trafficking, domestic
servitude, hard physical labour such as farming or mining, and sweatshop labour.
Child labour violates children’s rights to be protected from economic exploitation and
from performing any work that is likely to be hazardous or to interfere with a child’s
education and overall development.

Lack of Access to Education: An estimated 263 million children and youth around the
world are currently out of school, including an estimated 130 million girls, with the
highest proportion aged 15-17.

Lack of Access to Food and Clean Water: The basic child rights get violated when
approximately 3.1 million children die from malnutrition each year(UNICEF, 2018a)
and the current pandemic is just pushing the numbers up. 2.1 billion people lack safe
drinking water at home, and more than twice as many lack safe sanitation such as
toilets thereby leaving the lives of millions of children at risk.

Female Genital Mutilation: Female Genital Mutilation is a fundamental violation of
girls’ rights to health, to be free from violence, to life and physical integrity, and to be
free from cruel, inhuman, and degrading treatment.
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A VISION INTO THE VIOLATION OF CHILDREN’S RIGHTS
THROUGH CHILD LABOUR & CHILD TRAFFICKING

ABANTIKA SAHA
SEMESTER III
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

“Our children are our greatest treasure. They are our future. Those who abuse them tear at the fabric
of our society and weaken our nation.”

-Nelson Mandela.

From the very beginning of the human civilization, children have constituted a very important part
of the society. Through the ages, both society and the country have taken several measures to
protect their ‘faces of the future’. In present day world, children of various countries are provided
with several constitutional rights like right to life, right to education, right to good health, right to
be protected from any kind of exploitation, right to expression and many more, which are essential
to build a safe childhood. In this 21% century, several countries, non-government organisations as
well as international organisations like United Nations and its branches, are working together to
protect the rights of their children. With the help of advanced technology, it has been quite easy to
nullify any form of abuse against children and to rescue the victims. But still it must be admitted
that while on one hand these countries celebrate special days in honour of their children, on the
other hand, there are many children who are being deprived of their rights and whose future are
getting lost silently, beyond the attention of the country and society.

Irrespective of developed or developing countries, child labour is one of the most
common form of exploiting the children and in most of the cases, it’s closely associated with human
trafficking. Children are taken out of their protective environment, transferred, harboured and
illegally recruited in service by force or threat within the borders of a state or outside the state.
They are sold as bonded labours to industrial sectors, drug trafficking circles and even to an
individual for his domestic service. Often their organs are taken out and sold. They are also
employed as beggars. Moreover, most of them, specially girl children are forced into prostitution,
sex tourism or pornography. It’s really a heartbreaking fact that many children are used by
terrorists or other armed groups as ‘new fighters’. ILO (International Labour Organisation)
Convention No. 182 (1999) on the Worst Forms of Child Labour (WFCL) classifies trafficking
among “forms of slavery or practices similar to slavery”. So far as the the nature of the child
trafficking is concerned it can also be referred to as a major economic crime because most of the
motives of traffickers are interlinked with economic profit.
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Statistics on human trafficking of last few decades are really shocking. Condition of
LGBTQ children and homeless refugee children are even worse. Even during the time of Corona
virus pandemic, cases from different parts of the world have shown how economic crisis of a child’s
family, disruption in their studies, labour bondage of parents, migration of laborers, increase in
domestic violence, indifference of parents about their child’s activities as well as extension of
criminal networks though social media, have made children under 18 years, more vulnerable to
trafficking and child labour. Generally speaking, children account for about 27% of all the human
trafficking victims each year and two out of every three child victims are girls. In 2005, the ILO
estimated that 980,000 to 1,225,000 children - both boys and girls - were in a forced labor situation
as a result of trafficking. According to the UN Office of Drugs and Crime's global report (2011),
21% were girls, 12% boys among the victims of human trafficking across the world. In 2016, the
same organization published a report based on regional data regarding trafficking, where it showed
that 62% of all people trafficked in Africa and the Middle East were children. Other regional
figures were 36% in South Asia, East Asia and the Pacific, 31% in the Americas and 18% in
Europe and Central Asia. In 2021, ILO has revealed that about 160 million trafficked children have
been engaged into hazardous labor with an increase of 8.4 million children in child labor.
According to the report of UNODC, child trafficking still remains a threat to the Middle East and
Asia region, in 2021. Apart from global data, data from different countries for last few years are
really terrifying. For example, according to the report of US National Human Trafficking Hotline,
there was 20% increase in the cases from 2018 to 2019. Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking
in Persons, under the U.S Department of States, has published reports on the status of child
trafficking for past 5 years, in various countries, in 2020. It has divided the countries into three
tiers, based on their standards for the elimination of trafficking. Asian countries such as China,
Afghanistan, Myanmar etc have failed to meet minimum standards and thus are placed in tier 3.
Countries such as India, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal, Japan, Indonesia etc have been placed in tier
2 whereas few countries like Philippines have been placed in tier 1. It’s really a ray of hope that
most of the developing countries of Africa and Asia have been promoted to tier 2, though their
status after the corona outbreak, is yet to be studied. Among European countries United Kingdom,
France, Spain, Sweden and some other countries have been placed in tier 1 whereas countries like
Germany, Italy, Ireland, Hungary, Denmark and most of the other countries are under tier 2.
United States of America has been found in the tier 1.

All abuse is traumatic and harmful to the victims. Though several countries as well as
organizations are trying their best to rescue victims from extreme mental trauma, but such a crime
like human trafficking leaves a terrible effect on children. Generally speaking, it totally ruins their
dignity and their future. Under subjugation, they are deprived of all kind of fundamental rights
and tortured both physically and mentally. As victims, they are often treated as private property of
the criminals; even they are supposed to live in a closed atmosphere and are given repeated dose of
harmful drugs. Children, who are victims of sex trafficking, often get infected to sexually
transmitted diseases (STD) such as syphilis, herpes or HIV/AIDS. Even after being rescued, it
creates a long effect on their mental health. Often they live separated from their own family
members, lose trust on all of them and suffer from malnutrition and panic attacks. Sometimes, they
hesitate to make legal complaint and think of committing suicide as ultimate solution. A recent
survey on the condition of the victims in different parts of Europe revealed that trafficked children
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had significantly longer duration of contact with mental health services compared to non-trafficked
controls. Often they suffer from a disease called, post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). Many
countries lack proper facilities of counseling for these children. In some circumstances, they may
encounter racism from the police, authorities, and general people.

It’s undeniable that countries across the world are making efforts to fight against this
crime. They are employing more anti human trafficking units, so that chance of trafficking can be
nullified as well as victims can be rescued more easily. They are inaugurating several help lines and
schemes. For example, the Indian Government has started the Ujjawala scheme, from 2007, with an
aim of prevention, rescue, rehabilitation, reintegration of victims. Till July, 2019, there were 254
projects under this scheme including 134 Protective and Rehabilitative Homes in the country.
There are also some strict legislative provisions, developed by these countries, to fight against child
trafficking or any other kind of child abuse. In India, for example, Criminal Law (amendment) Act
2013 has come into force which provide for comprehensive measures to counter the menace of
human trafficking including trafficking of children for exploitation in any form including physical
exploitation or any form of sexual exploitation, slavery, servitude, or the forced removal of organs.
Protection of Children from Sexual offences (POCSO) Act, 2012, is a special law to protect
children from sexual abuse and exploitation. In the international level, United Nations has been
accompanied by several other organ institutions and independent organizations against these.
Beyond all of these government and non-government measures, the most effective resistance should
come from the level of an individual and a community. We should always be aware of the condition
of the children around us, should be more interactive with them, should teach them symbols of
different crimes against children. We should raise our voice against any crime which violates their
rights. Our former Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru aptly said —

“Children are like buds in a garden and should be carefully and lovingly nurtured, as they are the
future of the nation and the citizens of tomorrow. Only through right education can a better order of
society be built up.”
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HUMAN RIGHTS AND GANDHIJI

ASMITA KUNDU
SEMESTER- III
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

Human rights are a set of principles concerned with equality and fairness. They recognise our
freedom to make choices about our lives and to develop our potential as human beings. They are
about living a life free from fear, harassment or discrimination.

Human rights are, however, not a recent invention. Throughout history, concepts of ethical
behaviour, justice and human dignity have been important in the development of human societies.
These ideas can be traced back to the ancient civilisations of Babylon, China and India. They
contributed to the laws of Greek and Roman society and are central to Buddhist, Christian,
Confucian, Hindu, Islamic and Jewish teachings.

Human rights can broadly be defined as a number of basic rights that people from around the
world have agreed are essential. These include the right to life, the right to a fair trial, freedom
from torture and other cruel and inhuman treatment, freedom of speech, freedom of religion, and
the rights to health, education and an adequate standard of living.

History has by far witnessed many leading figures who struggles for the upliftment of humanism
and to create awareness and advocate for the Human Rights. Widely recognized as one of the
twentieth century’s greatest political and spiritual leaders and honoured in India as the father of
the nation, Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi was the pioneer of the principle of Satyagraha—
resistance to tyranny through mass nonviolent civil disobedience.

While leading nationwide campaigns to ease poverty, expand women’s rights, build religious and
ethnic harmony and eliminate the injustices of the caste system, Gandhi supremely applied the
principles of nonviolent civil disobedience, playing a key role in freeing India from foreign
domination.

Born in India and educated in England, Gandhi travelled to South Africa in early 1893 to practice
law under a one-year contract. Settling in Natal, he was subjected to racism and South African laws
that restricted the rights of Indian laborers. Gandhi later recalled one such incident, in which he
was removed from a first-class railway compartment and thrown off a train, as his moment of
truth. From thereon, he decided to fight injustice and defend his rights as an Indian and a man.

When his contract expired, he spontaneously decided to remain in South Africa and launch a
campaign against legislation that would deprive Indians of the right to vote. He formed the Natal
Indian Congress and drew international attention to the plight of Indians in South Africa. In 1906,
the Transvaal government sought to further restrict the rights of Indians, and Gandhi organized
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GANDHIJI’S CONTRIBUTION TO HUMAN RIGHTS

ARUNDHUTI CHAKRABORTY, RWISHANYA DAS,
SAYANI BISWAS,
SUCHANA PAL, SUDIPA AICH

SEMESTER V
DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY

“All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with reason
and conscience and should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood.”

Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms without distinction of any kind such as race,
colour, gender, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property,
birth or other status.

Everyone has the right to life, liberty and no one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman
or degrading treatment or punishment. All are equal before the law. These are some of the most
important human rights declared by the United Nations General Assembly in 1948.

But it is often observed that these rights are violated—sometimes by the states, sometimes by the
Govt. officials or by individuals. Almost everyday there are instances of child abuse, violence,
gender inequality and torture despite the declaration of human rights.

There are several types of human right violation in the current global scenario except for civil and
political rights. These are economical, cultural, social rights which are being violated. Sometimes
people don’t get the proper services and information about health, often they face water
contamination. Some people are evicted from their homes by force, some are not paying sufficient
minimum wage, students are often separated based on their disabilities. These are occuring in our
society directly or indirectly almost everyday.

Some of the well-known activists fought for human rights before the independence of India.
Gandhiji is one of the protagonists among them. His contribution is irreplacable to today’s India.

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi (Mahatma Gandhi)is widely recognized as one of the twentieth
century’s greatest political and spiritual leaders. He was honoured in India as the "father of the
nation', he pioneered and practiced the principle of Satyagraha—resistance to tyranny through
mass nonviolent civil disobedience. While leading nationwide campaigns to ease poverty, expand
women’s rights, build religious and ethnic harmony and eliminate the injustices of the caste system,
Gandhi supremely applied the principles of nonviolent civil disobedience to free India from foreign
domination. He was often imprisoned for his actions, sometimes for years, but he accomplished his
aim in 1947 when India gained its independence. Due to his stature, he is referred to as Mahatma,
meaning “great soul.”
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Besides the train incident which offered Gandhi a fore-taste of what awaited him in South India,
there were a series of incidents which unmasked the dehumanizing face of untouchability, as
practiced by the white rulers in South Africa. The first shock was in the court when he was asked to
take off his turban. Shortly then he was sent out to work in a neighbouring area, the Transvaal. A
coloured man traveling first class in Transvaal in 1893 was a crime and Gandhi, the young
barrister, was asked to move to lower class.

Gandhi was forced out from the train, and his baggage was thrown out on the platform. He
considered whether he should throw up his work and go back to India. But it came to his mind that
the insult that had been done was only a thing of the surface, and that underneath there lay the
deep disease of prejudice against colour; and he decided that he should not only go on with his
work but make himself ready to suffer hardship so that the disease itself might be rooted out.

In Natal, a charge was made against the Indians that they are slovenly in their habits and do not
keep house and surroundings clean. Gandhi tried to educate his countrymen. He played an active
role when plague was reported in Durban.

Gandhi believed that untouchables and outcasts are in every society.

The Gandhian initiative for human rights and justice stands out for the fresh set of strategies and
attitudes which Gandhi brought in.

Gandhi brought in a new era of nonviolent defence based on the ability of each human beingto free
himself from fear. He believed that fearlessness becomes a major pillar on which to build together
with love and the capacity to resist when necessary. It is interesting to see that Gandhi conceives
fearlessness as a condition for love. He who is weak cannot love, probably because he or she is not
free enough, does not have the surplus of warmth and energy from which love can come forth.

Respect for Human Rights is the greatest inspiration for integration of human kind both internally
and internationally. We are living in the era of modernization, liberalization, privatization and
globalization. All these must be an element of humanization. Humanization of the globe may lead to
reduction in human rights violations. It is to be understood that individual is absolute that his or
her reality must be recognized unconditionally and necessarily lies on the basis of human rights
regardless nationality, place of residence, sex, national or ethnic origin, color, religion, language or
any other status. Human rights is also a politically constructed concept who define who get benefits,
who lose, whose voices are heard, whose voices are silenced. Developing and mainstreaming human
rights into national law are not simply a regular legislation process, yet there are driving forces
both internal and external factors: social, political, economy, ideology, security matters etc.
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people...who are treated as an entity beyond human intercourse and whose mere touch is enough to

name would be infamy. What else can be said of a civilization which has produced a mass of
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