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To increase awareness among local populations the Guiding principles should be translated into 

all relevant languages and dialects and should be distributed. During a natural disaster it is 

imperative to develop public information.  

Strategy to raise awareness for human rights issues for IDPs, as well as go to the affected areas 

to meet with IDPs, international and national NGOS and the government to determine the 

effects of the disaster. There are many different long-term projects that NHRIS can take part in 

to increase awareness including, providing ongoing coverage of human rights issues caused by 

natural disasters, integrating the human rights implications of internal displacement into 

training, participating in international conferences, workshops and seminars, and stressing the 

need for a rights-based approach to humanitarian assistance. 

During floods or tides in oceans, people become homeless and cities are converted into heaps of 

dirt and filth. Scarcity in rain cause famines fields, lands and gardens look barren which reminds 

me of barren woman who are devoid from the phase of motherhood. Sudden and violent 

shaking of a part of the earth's upper crust causes earthquakes, the loss of human and animal’s 

lives are mind-bogging. Besides all this who suffers the most? The poor, middle class society, 

very few persons are there who think about those people. Suppose in a place if an 

earthquake has taken place, the richer one, the one who has the power, wealth-they are rescued 

first while on the other hand is the lower-class people has to wait for days, weeks to get help 

from the NDRF-National Disaster Response force. They have to wait for their turn to come, if 

they remain alive till that time. The children, pregnant ladies are devoid of the basic facilities 

like food, lodgings, clothes, medicines. In this case, there is a situation of 'SURVIVAL FOR THE 

FITTEST'. Those who will be capable to survive in that drastic ambience will remain alive and 

will get aid from the Government if possible.  

For example, recently an earthquake took place in Turkey where the news was reported as a  

3-4 yrs. old infant was found stuck under a place where the rescue team had found him after 

one week prior to the incident, he was still alive and fit without having any food, without the 

presence of his parents which clearly states that poorer ones have to wait for hours, days to 

come out from that situation, to get better medical facilities. In the same way an aged man was 

rescued by the NDRF team after many days, still his condition, was moderate by the grace of 

God. If that child, that old man would have belonged to a renowned, rich family then the case 

would have been different. At utmost attention, by the help of Government they would have 

been found and rescued as soon as possible. 

The primary duty and responsibility to provide such protection and assistance lies with the 

national authorities of the affected countries. Those affected by natural disasters have the right 

to request and receive protection and assistance from their governments. The main duty bearers 

thus are the national and local authorities of the countries concerned. Protection is not limited 

to securing the survival and physical security of those affected by natural disasters. Protection 

encompasses all relevant guarantees - civil and political as well as economic, social and cultural 

rights- attributed to them by international human rights and, where applicable, international 

humanitarian law. Although all human rights are fundamentally unrelated, for practical 

reasons, these rights can be divided into four groups- namely (A) rights related to physical 



security integrity (e.g., protection of the right to  life and the right to be free from assault, rape, 

Kidnapping and threats concerning the above) (B) rights related to the basic necessities of life 

(e.g. the rights to food, drinking water, shelter, adequate clothing, adequate health services and 

sanitation); (C) rights related to Other economic, social & cultural protection needs (e.g. the 

rights to have access to education and work as well as to receive restitution or compensation for 

lost property); and (D) rights related to other civil and political protection needs (e.g. the rights 

to religious freedom and freedom of speech, personal documentation, political participation, 

access to courts, and freedom from discrimination). The first two groups of rights are most 

relevant during the emergency, life-saving phase. Only the full respect of all categories of rights, 

however, can ensure adequate protection of the human rights of those affected by natural 

disasters, including the displaced.  

Adopting a human rights-based response to those affected by natural disasters is a concrete 

way: to ensure that natural disasters do not exacerbate existing of provoke new conflicts.  

At last, I would end this conversation with the examples from our Bollywood movies. I think 

we all watch movies...... and we get to know many things through it.  

The reference which I would like to give from, is the movie "KEDARNATH".  

Here, we are not talking about 

 NEPOTISM, SECULARISM,  

COMMUNISM  

OR SOCIALISM   

But, DEMOCRACY. 

This movie is the perfect example of how democracy which is “power of the people" or "a way 

of governing which depends on the will of the people" is violated.  

At the climax scene when the NDRF team came up to help the refugees, who were totally 

shattered and stuck in the disaster, the team had limited resources which was only one 

helicopter for so many people, for which the lead actor was compelled to ‘Choose’ his family 

first and happily ended up his life after seeing his family's safety. Where did the tag "we the 

people, for the people and with the people" get vanished.  

At crisis like this common man is always left with one choice which is - To Die.  

Because of the so-called society which is divided into rich and poor. The disaster is not being 

blamed for his death but the resources which he didn't had to save his life.  
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