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Drawn by: Nishath Parvin

(Political Science Department) |

“IN A CONFLICT BETWEEN THE HEART
AND THE BRAIN, FOLLOW YOUR HEART”
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“Dare to be free,

Dare to go as far as

Your thought leads,

And dare to carry that out in your life.”
--- Swami Vivekananda

What an inspiring thought!

To the youth of India, there can be no better leader than
Swami Vivekananda. Paying his tribute to Swamiji, the late
Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru said: ‘T do not know how
many of the younger generation read the speeches and
writings of Swami Vivekananda. But I can tell you that many
of my generation were very powerfully influenced by him, and
I think that it would do a great deal of good to the present
generation if they also went through Swami Vivekananda’s
writings and speeches, and they would learn much from
them...” Not only his writings and speeches, his whole life story
would teach us many great lessons.

We often disagree with a lot of people on numerous topics
although some of them are illogical and wrong. Swamiji in his
address at the “Parliament of Religions” narrated a story that
very beautifully explains — Why We Disagree? The story says —

A frog lived in a well. It lived there for a long time. It was born
there and brought up there, yet was a little, small frog. Well,
one day another frog that lived in the sea came and fell into
the well. “ Where are you from?” asked the frog of the well.
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“] am from the sea.” answered the other frog.

“The sea! How big is that? Is it as big as my well?” and he took
a leap from one side of the well to the other. “My friend,” said
the frog of the sea, "How do you compare the sea with your
little well?” then the frog took another leap and asked,” Is your
sea so big?”

“What nonsense you speak, to compare the sea with your well!”
“Well, then.” said the frog of the well, "nothing can be bigger
than my well; there can be nothing bigger than this; this fellow
is a liar, so turn him out.”

Likewise many times we all remain in our own small world,
think that we know everything and consider that what we
know is absolute truth. We should be patient and try to verify
whether what the other person is saying is true or not before
just saying that the other person is false.

All of us are surrounded by all kinds of people; while we
consider some people as good, there are some whom we think
are bad. Sometimes question arises in our young curious mind
as to why certain people behave the way they do. We can get
the answer from the youth icon of India. He once said—

“If a man continuously hears bad words, thinks bad thoughts,
do bad actions, his mind will be full of bad impressions; and
they will influence his thought and work without his being
conscious of the fact. In fact, these bad impressions are always
working, and their resultant must be evil, and that man will
be a bad man; he cannot help it. The sum total of these
impressions in him will create the strong motive power for
doing bad actions. He will be like a machine in the hands of his
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impressions, and they will force him to do evil. Similarly, if a
man thinks good thought and does good works, the sum total of
these impressions will be good; and they, in a similar manner,
will force him to do good even in spite of himself. When a man
has done so much good work and thought so many good
thoughts that there is a irresistible tendency in him to do good,
in spite of himself and even if he wishes to do evil, his mind, as
the sum total of his tendencies, will not allow him to do so; the
tendencies will turn him back; he is completely under the
influence of good tendencies. When such is the case a man’s
good character is said to be established.”

The above saying also teaches us how can we become a person
with a great character which we are often told to become by
our elders. Not only these two questions but learning and
knowing Swami Ji would answer any query of ours. Memoirs
of Sister Chrisline says-

" Blessed is the country in which he was born, blessed are they
who lived on this earth at the

same time, and blessed, thrice blessed are the few who sat at
his feet."

Though we are not lucky enough to be in the latter two
situations but we are blessed to share

birth in the same country as that of Swami ji. We should try to
carry forward his vision of the

great India and work hard to withhold the pride of our beloved

J

motherland.
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Drawn By: Sayanti Ghosh (Philosophy Department)
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I'd refuse to look in the mirror ,

I hated myself.

Now I'd look at my reflection ,

And always tell ,

I love myself ,

because [ really do.

You made me want to.

You'd be sad , I know ,

Yet you always smiled ,

Just so everyone around you would do too.

I saw it ,

all and slowly ,

I ended up turning into something like , You.
I am happy and I am proud of it.

I remember that scene ,

Where you said ,

"making someone smile , makes you smile too"
And I cried thinking - Ah ! If he says it's fine ,
I can be fine too.

But I'm just like you ,

I know the loneliness underlying our smile.
You are the freshness in the autumn breeze ,
You are there yet nobody see you ,

You are felt ;
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You're the cold in the gales of wind.
You are the trembling leaves , yet the calm of fall.

But if you're away ,

what's an autumn ?

What's a breeze if it doesn't makes you shiver
and

then smile ?

I learnt to love myself ,

all beacuse you told me to.

Some day ,

someone may ,

learn this from me ;

Some day I'll make someone love themselves too.

And [ want you to know ,

it's all you ,

it has always been you ;

For you've shown me the reasons ,
for me to love myself.

Some day ,

I'll show them to someone too.

S0 ;
today ,
I wish
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Your pretty eyes

when they look out for the world ,

I wish

you see the wonders and true beauties of the
universe .
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